NEWSLETTER

February 2018

Meeting:
The monthly meeting of the Irish Cultural Society will be held on Sunday,
February 11th, in the Parlor Room of St. Anthony's Church, 102 Lorenz St. The
business meeting starts around 3pm. We have lots to discuss with the annual Irish
Heritage Day coming up on February 25. Please join us!
Program:
After the business meeting and refreshments, we will have our program for the day,
starting around 4pm. With Valentine's Day just around the corner, John Mason will
regale us with songs of love and romance, some Irish, some American, and even a
song or two in Spanish! He has been working on his selection of songs this past
month to give you a wonderful program in honor of Valentine's Day.
Membership:
Kay reports that the membership directory has now been corrected, and Lou will
be sending out the revision soon.
Birthdays:
Be sure to wish a Happy Birthday to all our February members!
John Ryan 1st, Robert Ryan 3rd, Sr. Philippa Wall 8th, Bernadette Bonin 9th,
Marguarita Ryan 10th, Sue Brannon 10th, Celeste Barron 12th, Eva Ruffin 17th, Mary
Martinez 20th and Mike O'Grady 28th.
Sunshine and Shadow:
Ethna's recovery is a little slower this time. She would probably appreciate a card
with some encouraging words.
Mary Sweeney would also enjoy hearing from old friends, so a card to her would
be nice. Call Lou or Brenda for her address.

Sadly, this past month the ICS said goodbye to three members of our group.
First, we lost Genevieve Oswald on January 12th. She had attended meetings
sporadically these past few years as her health failed, but enjoyed her visits to our
meetings whenever she was able to come. She leaves six children and 11
grandchildren. She was born in February of 1935 in Janesville, WI, and moved to
San Antonio in 1963. Her services were held at St. Thomas More Church last
week.
On January 12th we also lost longtime member Betty Moczygemba, who was 90
years old. Betty was also born in the month of February, but in 1927. Betty was
very proud of her Irish heritage and had researched her family back to Northern
Ireland, even visiting relatives there in past years. She leaves 3 children, 7
grandchildren, and 8 great-grandchildren. Her services were held last week at
Blessed Sacrament Church.
We also lost Nelson Goodrich recently. You may remember his attending our
meetings over the last decade with Helena and John Ryan, before his health
prevented his doing so any longer. Nelson was 91. There were no services, and his
ashes will be interred next to those of his wife, Lorraine, at a later date.
Upcoming Events:
First and foremost. Irish Heritage Day is coming on February 25th! We will again
be at the Leon Valley Community Center, from noon until 5pm. Volunteers are
needed, so please don't hesitate to add your name to the list at our February 11th
meeting. You choose what you would like to do to help out. You can help set up for
the day, you could bake and/or help out in the kitchen, or preside over the
genealogy table, or help tidy up after all is said and done. We are lucky enough to
have the Harp and Shamrock bringing their Passport to Ireland children's activity
center to our event, so don't hesitate to help them out, if that's what you'd like to
do. (See attached flyer and schedule of events for more information.)
The very next weekend, March 2-4, is the North Texas Irish Fest in Dallas. Plenty
of food, fun and music for all!
The Harp and Shamrock has plenty to see and do in March, starting with the 5K
Run and Fitness Walk at Southside Lions Park East on the 10th, which starts at
8am that day.
On Friday and Saturday, March 16th & 17th, from noon until 8pm, the St. Patrick's
Day Festival and Passport to Ireland will occur in La Villita at the same time the
Music Festival is going on at the Arneson River Theater.
The 17th starts solemnly with the Wreath Laying Ceremony at the Alamo at
noontime when the names of the Irish participants will be read out.There will be a
color guard and the singing of the Irish National Anthem and our National Anthem.
The River Parade will be at 4pm on the 17th, where the San Antonio River has
been dyed green and renamed the River Shannon for the event.

SAGAC Current Calendar
Practice on:
Weds 6:30pm @ Olmos Basin Park.
Sundays 10:00AM @ Phil Hardberger Park West.
San Patricios Golf Classic @ Silverhorn Golf Club 3/16 1:30 PM
Texas League Season:
TX League Game One. 3/10 Dallas
TX League Game Two. 4/14 Austin
TX League Game Three. 5/19 San Antonio
TX League Finals. 6/16 Houston
Celtic Woman Concert:
Celtic Woman will be returning to the Majestic Theater on May 9th at 7pm. If you
are interested in attending, go to www.majesticempire.com/tickets
Brown Griddle Scones from Jane McDaniel
4 oz wholemeal flour, 4 oz. white flour, 2 oz. margarine
1/4 teas. Bread soda, 1/4 teas. Salt, 1/4 pint buttermilk or sour milk
Sieve flour, salt and bread soda into a bowl. Add wholemeal and mix well.
Rub in margarine. Make to a loose dough with sour milk. Turn onto a
floured board and knead lightly. Flatten out to a circle 1/2 inch thick with the
palm of the hand. Cut into halves, quarters and eights. The scones will now
have a triangular shape.
Place either on a greased baking tin or on a greased iron skillet on top of a
med-hot stove ring.
Cook - on the stove top - until risen somewhat and golden on each side, or
bake in a hot oven for 15 - 20 minutes.
Slice in half and spread with butter and jam/jelly/marmalade, or eat with a
slab of good Irish Cheddar cheese.

St. Patrick’s Day
St. Patrick’s Day is celebrated annually on March 17, the anniversary of his death
in the fifth century. The Irish have observed this day as a religious holiday for over
1,000 years. On St. Patrick’s Day, which falls during the Christian season of Lent,
Irish families would traditionally attend church in the morning and celebrate in the
afternoon. Lenten prohibitions against the consumption of meat were waived and
people would dance, drink and feast–on the traditional meal of Irish bacon and
cabbage.
Saint Patrick, who lived during the fifth century, is the patron saint and national
apostle of Ireland. Born in Roman Britain, he was kidnapped and brought to
Ireland as a slave at the age of 16. He later escaped, but returned to Ireland and was
credited with bringing Christianity to its people. In the centuries following
Patrick’s death (believed to have been on March 17, 461), the mythology
surrounding his life became ever more ingrained in the Irish culture: Perhaps the
most well known legend is that he explained the Holy Trinity (Father, Son and
Holy Spirit) using the three leaves of a native Irish clover, the shamrock.
Since around the ninth or 10th century, people in Ireland have been observing the
Roman Catholic feast day of St. Patrick on March 17. Interestingly, however, the
first parade held to honor St. Patrick’s Day took place not in Ireland but in the
United States. On March 17, 1762, Irish soldiers serving in the English military
marched through New York City. Along with their music, the parade helped the
soldiers reconnect with their Irish roots, as well as with fellow Irishmen serving in
the English army.
In modern-day Ireland, St. Patrick’s Day was traditionally been a religious
occasion. In fact, up until the 1970s, Irish laws mandated that pubs be closed on
March 17. Beginning in 1995, however, the Irish government began a national
campaign to use interest in St. Patrick’s Day to drive tourism and showcase Ireland
and Irish culture to the rest of the world. Today, approximately 1 million people
annually take part in Ireland ‘s St. Patrick’s Festival in Dublin, a multi-day
celebration featuring parades, concerts, outdoor theater productions and fireworks
shows.
To read the whole article please visit www.history.com.

IHD Schedule of Events
February 25, 2018
12:00 - 12:15

Opening of the festivities by piping us in on bagpipes, with a
medley of songs to follow

12:15 - 12:25

Welcome and Introduction by Lou Kelley, president of the
Irish Cultural Society

12:30 - 12:55

Mike Cunningham on guitar with a medley of folk songs

1:00 - 1:30

Seanachai storyteller Jane McDaniel

1:30 - 2:00

St. Gregory’s Irish Dancers

2:00 - 2:45

Mark Stone on bodhran with Chuck Lawyer on flute

2:45 - 2:55

Reminders from Lou and the Introduction of the Texas
Rose of Tralee

2:55 - 3:10

Talk by Ms. Lydian Lawler Lopez, Texas Rose of Tralee

3:10 - 3:40

Traditional Irish Music sung by John Mason, with guitar
accompaniment

3:40 - 4:15

Kelly Singers

4:15 - 4:45

Inishfree School of Dance

4:45 - 5:00

Final Remarks and Drawings by Lou Kelley

